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Issue 7 (February 2008) of the 
Red/Amber list is now available to 
download from the IPNSM website: 
www.ipnsm.hscni.net.  

 Red/Amber List Issue 7 
 
 
 

In Issue 7: 
the following medicines have been 
added to the Red List from the Amber 
List: 
Deferasirox (Exjade) for treatment of 

chronic iron overload in patients with 
transfusion dependent anaemias. 
The following have been added to the 
Amber List : 
Darbepoetin (Aranesp) for anaemia. 
Epoetin (Eprex ; NeoRecormon) for 
anaemia. 
Grass pollen extract (Grazax) for 

treatment of grass pollen allergy. 
Cabergoline (Cabaser) for Parkinsonôs 

disease. 
Pergolide (Celance) for Parkinsonôs 

disease. 
Tolcapone (Tasmar) for Parkinsonôs 

disease. 
Memantine (Ebixa) for moderate to 
severe dementia in Alzheimerôs disease. 
Venlafaxine (Efexor) (doses at or 

above 300mg daily) for moderate to 
severe major depressive disorder, 
including depression accompanied by 
anxiety.  

    

  

If you wish to be added to 
our electronic mailing list 

please contact  
 Orla Traynor by  email: 

Orla.Traynor@westerntrust

.hscni.net  

 

   

Int erface Pharmacist Network  

Specialist Medicines  

 

IPNSM will soon be surveying the use of 
the regionally approved shared care 
guidelines for amber list specialist 
medicines. Prescribers in secondary care 
and primary care will be surveyed. The 
short survey will be available to complete 
on-line or can be downloaded and paper 
copies completed.  
Look out for this survey in the coming few 
weeks, and please take the time to 
complete it, and encourage your 
colleagues to complete it too.  
Your views are vital in developing the 
quality of communication at the 
primary/secondary care interface. Thank 
you. 

SHARED CARE GUIDELINE SURVEY 
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This document has just been reviewed 
and updated and can be downloaded or 
printed as a useful guide to practice. 
Users should refer to an individual 
medicineôs regional shared care 
guidelines (referenced in the table if 
available) for guidance on where 
responsibility for monitoring of these 
individual parameters lies. The British 
National Formulary and Summary of 
Product Characteristics should be 
consulted for full details on each 
medicine. 
This document summarises the 
monitoring requirements for all amber 
listed medicines and is available on our 
website here 

 

IPNSM CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Royal Group of Hospitals 

Specialist Medicines Interface Queries 
Tel:028 9063 5872 
 

Mr James Taggart 
Belfast City Hospital 
Tel:028 9026 3853 ext 4912 

James.taggart@belfasttrust.hscni.net  

Mr Richard Lennon  
Ulster Hospital 
Tel 028 9056 7978 

Richard.Lennon@setrust.hscni.net  

Mr Ian Carrington 

Antrim Area Hospital 
Tel 028 9442 4911 
Ian.Carrington@northerntrust.hscni.net  

Mrs Janet Lawson 
Craigavon Area Hospital 
Tel 028 3861 2978 

Janet.Lawson@southerntrust.hscni.net  

Mrs Orla Traynor 
Altnagelvin Area Hospital 

Tel 028 7134 5171 ext 4478 
Orla.Traynor@westerntrust.hscni.net  
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  Palliative care Shared Care 
Guidelines  
The guidelines for octreotide and 
ketamine for use in palliative care 
have been reviewed regionally by a 
multidisciplinary group with 
representation from primary and 
secondary care from throughout 
Northern Ireland. These updated 
versions may be downloaded from 
our website here 
These now replace the March 2005 
versions any paper copies of which 
should be removed from clinical 
areas. 
 
 

HORIZON SCANNING  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Amber Medicines Monitoring Table  
 

SHARED CARE 

To keep the Red/amber list up to date it 
is important to look at new specialist 
medicines in development or recently 
licensed, and medicines with new 
specialist indications. This process is 
known as horizon scanning. The 
IPNSM horizon scan for new medicines 
using a variety of sources including the 
UK Medicines Information Prescribing 
Outlook and the National Horizon 
Scanning Centre at the University of 
Birmingham.   
If the criteria for a Red or Amber 
specialist medicine is met, an 
adjudication proposal is completed.  
 

Sometimes advice and further 
information is sought from colleagues. 
As usual these proposals are 
considered by the four Area Prescribing 
Fora that make recommendations to the 
Regional Group on Specialist Medicines 
for the final decision.  
We welcome any suggestions for 
additions to the red/amber list for new or 
established specialist medicines. Please 
contact your local Interface Pharmacist 
Specialist Medicines and/or forward an 
adjudication proposal to them. Proposal 
forms are available to download from 
our website here. 
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